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A Chevrolet Volt is seen on display Wednesday at Samson Plaza downtown. MIKE SIMONS / Tulsa World
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The much-hyped Chevrolet Volt made its first downtown appearance Wednesday, but local
groups are working to make cars like the Volt and other electric-powered vehicles a
common sight in Oklahoma.

Tulsa Area Clean Cities, an arm of the Indian Nations Council of Governments, gathered
officials of Chevrolet and alternative-fuel producers to make a pitch to local governments and
companies.

Representatives of the city of Tulsa, Samson Resources Co. and Oklahoma Natural Gas Co.
attended the meeting, where the feasibility of incorporating electric, natural gas and bio-diesel
vehicles into their fleets was explored.

Although the options are slim now for electric vehicles, many vehicles powered by natural gas
have gotten major boosts from industry and government fleets.

ʺTulsa got an F from the American Cancer Society in air quality,ʺ said Meredith Webber, energy
programs coordinator with INCOG. ʺThatʹs why we want to expose people to these
innovations.ʺ

The Chevrolet Volt was launched in late 2010 by General Motors Co. It has a gasoline-assisted
battery-powered motor, which means it drives about 35 miles before switching to a gasoline-
powered generator for further travel.

The Volt was on display Wednesday at Samson Plaza, near Third and Main streets.

Scott Conway, a fleet account executive with GM, said the vehicle will be released in
Oklahoma in the fourth quarter, but quantities will be limited.

Meanwhile, Nissan is rolling out its all-electric Leaf vehicle, which gets about 100 miles on a
charge. Just like the Volt, the Leaf hasnʹt reached Oklahoma showrooms yet, but industry
officials see company and government fleet operations as ripe ground for electric-powered
cars.

ʺYou can run a Volt 35 miles for about $1.50 worth of electricity,ʺ Conway said. ʺTry comparing
that to gasoline at nearly $4 a gallon.ʺ

Conway said GM is approaching alternative-fuel vehicles from multiple directions. The
company has a line of compressed natural gas and liquid natural gas vehicles, which have
much lower emissions and operating costs than petroleum-fuel cars.

ʺWe know that there isnʹt just one solution,ʺ Conway said.

Webber, who is organizing similar meetings statewide, said there are more public charging
stations coming online, including one set to open next month at Oklahoma State University in
Stillwater. The Kum & Go convenience chain is also considering installing quick-charge
stations, which can recharge the batteries of some vehicles to 80 percent in 20 minutes.

Guy Mannino, who works with charging station maker Coulomb Technologies, said cities such
as Houston are installing charging stations on streets with hopes of turning the fuel ʺpumpsʺ
into revenue streams.

Original Print Headline: ʹGreenʹ cars displayed in pitch to area groups
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out here in the middle, Sand Springs (1 day ago)
I want a car that is 100% electric. Like the Nissan Leaf. Maybe I'll take a bike ride down to the Samson Plaza
for a look at this "static" display. Good one :)

Travis, Tahlequah (1 day ago)
Very impractical for most people. Some questions to ask before buying one: How far do you typically drive on
an average day? Will it really save you any money or are you trading paying at the pump for paying the power
company? Will it really lower your carbon footprint?

out here in the middle, Sand Springs (1 day ago)
Great questions, Travis. I don't know how it will impact a person's electric bill to charge it every night, or how
long the battery typically lasts, or how much it would cost to replace it.

I do know that for my family's driving patterns, it would work nicely. My wife drives back and forth to work,
about 20 or so miles a day. I usually ride my bike to work, but when I don't, I drive 30-50 miles.

Of course it will not really lower a person's carbon footprint much, if at all, because someone has to generate
all that electricity. The only real way to lower your carbon footprint significantly is to walk, or ride a bicycle.
This is very doable for the majority of people, since so many people live close enough to their jobs, stores,
schools, etc. But ultimately, they won't do it, because a) people are lazy, and b) they just don't care. "just give
us cheap gasoline, free government benefits, and more tv" is the cry of most Americans.

slapgun, (1 day ago)
I saw them dropping the car off at Danny Beck Chevrolet last night! My dad had no clue what kind of car that
was. It's pretty nice looking, but definitely NOT worth the price tag!

Dobrescu, Tulsa, OK (1 day ago)
The VOLT is restricted to an in town car. Better be close to a charging station or have your AAA paid up.

If I had to chose a car it would be the Prius. Electric when it has to be but the option for gas when needed.

I heard the other day someone was driving a VOLT and the steering wheel came off in their hands.

Dadzilla, Tulsa, Cookson (1 day ago)
Why display a car that is not being sold in this market? After all, it is just another hybrid.

A range of 25-50 miles on electric is not that good and neither is the 37 MPG with the engine running.

Consider Tesla, who has several years of "all electric" car manufacturing. Their cars have a range of 200-300
miles on a charge. They are bringing a sedan to market in the near future.

The Volt is just another sorry joke that GM is perpetrating on the American public.

mattrose!, Broken Arrow (21 hours ago)
I've been driven in a Volt, meh.

okierose, Tulsa County (19 hours ago)
out here in the middle
or how long the battery typically lasts, or how much it would cost to replace it.

My son works for an auto parts store. He says it will cost $3,000 to $4,000 to replace the battery. I didn't ask
him how long a battery is expected to last.

Ram Man, Tulsa (14 hours ago)
Dobrescu the Volt has a internal combustion engine that will power an electric generator that will power the
auto when the battery is depleted. That is why you will see in the article that the Volt get 93 mpg (Mile Per
Gallon) since electricity is not sold my by gallon but by the kilowatt then they must mean 93 miles per gallon of
gasoline. And the article dose point out that the Volt gets 37 MPG in the gasoline mode.

Travis, Tahlequah (12 hours ago)
I will keep my Prius with it's 45.7 MPG average over the 27,000 miles I have driven it in the last 8 months.

Bertfern, (9 hours ago)
The Volt is the only car that the majority (80%) of drivers can drive gas-free for most of their daily trips. It costs
about $1.50 to drive 40 miles on electricity. If you have to drive further, the 1.4L gas engine electric generator
kicks in for another 350 miles. Since deliveries started in December, the average Volt driver is going 800-1000
miles between gas fill ups (The included OnStar system tracks this).

It was just awarded Top Safety Pick by the insurance industry's IIHS test group for front, side, rear, and rollover
crash tests, getting the top marks for all. 8 airbags and a body made of HSS (high strength steel) help. The
battery is warranted for 8 years/100,000 miles. There is already interested in a secondary market for the used
batteries for utilities to store off-peak power.

A fully loaded Volt is $34k after the tax credit. My brother paid more for his Ford Edge. If you get a chance to
test drive, please do OPEC a favor and don't. You may end up buying one, or the lease is $350/mo.

By the Way, the electric Prius is due in the second half of 2012, will have a 13 mile battery range (not 40
miles), 15" wheels (not 17"), the same torpid handling (not sporty), and will be $1k more than the Volt (Toyota
used up its tax credit). The Tesla is a great car, but $60k-$80k and when the battery is dead, so is the car. The
Volt can drive cross country just like a regular car.
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